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tation sprang up; and as man became more
and more civilized he paid more and more
attention to the erection of buildings which
•would please the eye. By the time we come
to the dawn of authentic history we find a
well-developed architecture. No one can
read of the pyramids of Egypt and fail to
be impressed with the ability and skill dis-
played in the raising, moving and adjusting
of the huge blocks of marble and granite,
weighing hundreds of tons, of which those
structures are composed. Even today, with
all the mechanical equipment which we have
at our command, the building of such strue-
 other style have answered just as well? What
were the difficulties the architect encoun-
tered? Was it a new style of architecture
which he evolved for himself or did it grow
naturally out of something which preceded?
The ability to answer these and like ques-
tions will make the sight of buildings, new
and old, much less commonplace than it is
likely to be when we give no particular
thought to the subject.
Home-Building. There can be no phase
of the subject of architecture more interest-
ing to the general student than that of home-
building. This means the erection not of a
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Costs  little,  if any,  more  than   the plainest  structure along1 old-time lines.
tures would be a tremendous task; and it
seems incredible that the ancients, with their
simple machinery, could have accomplished
it.
Every age, and to a certain extent every
country, has had its own particular archi-
tectural problems to solve and difficulties to
meet. The overcoming of these difficulties
has in a measure determined the style of
architecture of each period and people; al-
though of course the varying ideas as to
beauty have had much to do with the sub-
ject.
One can enjoy looking at a beautiful,
symmetrical building without knowing any-
thing whatever about its architectural style
or about the history of architecture in gen-
eral, but the interest and enjoyment are
greatly increased by some knowledge of the
subject. In looking perhaps at a wonderful
old-world cathedral or at a comparatively
prosaic modern office-building, certain ques-
tions naturally arise. Why was this building
made in this particular style? Would any
 many-roomed palace in which some wealthy
family passes a few months of the year, but
of a home in which a family of moderate
means has its whole life. A man in the city
is likely to live in a building- which some one
else has erected; he has had no part in choos-
ing the type of building, the ornamentation,
even the arrangement of the rooms. His
family must have some place to live, and
a certain house or apartment building ap-
peals to him as, all things considered, more
desirable than its neighbors. The majority
of city people have little chance to display
any individuality or originality in the ex-
terior of their dwellings.
But in the country and in small towns,
conditions are different. A man is much
more likely to build his own. home than he is
to rent one. And it is in this connection
that the subject of the proper style of archi-
tecture for a home assumes importance. Per-
haps a man in a small town has what he
realizes is a very limited amount with which
to build a home. There is one easy thing

